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Release Introduction 

 

This document details the changes introduced to the Escendency System as a result of 

the release of version 4.1 of the system software. Release 4.1 is the first of a series of 

releases that will lead up to Release 5.0 that will see the final elimination of all top 

ranking and previously scheduled but not completed system issues brought up by users 

and Escendency. 

 

This document is split into four parts: 1. New Functionality, 2. Enhancements, 3. Known 

Issues Addressed and 4. Help File Changes that cover improvements in the Escendency 

system such as action planning workflow and data tags that were not part of any formal 

release and so have not been covered in previous system release notes. 

 

 

1. New Functionality 

 

1.1: Strategy map searching. 

 
This resolves JUDI 204: Search strategy map for measurable strat map item and / or target 

location and JUDI 556: Strategy map: search option stop gap - add 'expand all' + (as in CPO) 

 

The new strategy map window now has a search function and also a full tree or tier view 

option (figure 1). 
 

 
Figure 1: Alt tags on the new strategy map search and view functionality. 

 

Clicking on the search icon brings up a search field and results on pressing the search 
button (figure 2). 

 

 
Figure 2: Example strategy map search result. 

 

Clicking on the returned item will open the strategy map at that location (figure 3.1).  

 



Escendency System - Release Note - Version 4.1 Mon July 7th 2008.doc Page 4 of 10  

 
Figure 3.1: Full tree view of strategy map search result. 

 

If the toggle full tree/tier view button is clicked the results show only that node expanded 

(figure 3.2). The default status of the toggle full tree/tier view is full tree. 

 

 

 
Figure 3.2: Tier view of strategy map search result. 

 

1.2: Comment Editing. 

 
This resolves JUDI 551: Allow measurement/validation comment edit facility to user (and audit trail 

it). 
 

Measurer and validator comments can be edited from the Edit Measurement option from 

the Add/View target window (accessed by right clicking on a strategy map item with a 

target) and clicking on the icon  (figure 4.1 and 4.2). 
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Figure 4.1: Edit Measurement window accessed from Add/View target option on a 

measurable strategy map item showing Edit measurer/validator comment speech 

bubbles. Clicking on these accesses the comment edit window (figure 4.2). 

 

 
Figure 4.2: Edit comment window example. Comments made here generate an audit trail 

(user name, change made and date/time change is made). 
 

1.3: Sort Group report by date. 

 

This resolves JUDI 223: Group reports, allow run by date: e.g. similar to historic CPO. 
 

The By Date option can be see in the group report tabs (figure 5.1 and 5.2). 
 

 
Figure 5.1: By Date option in example group report. Clicking on this option accesses a 

date filter (figure 5.2). 
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Figure 5.2: Date Filter for group reports. 

 

1.4: Strategy Map Data Tag and Report. 

 

This option has been beta tested by Cedar House School since 3.4 and is now being 

released to all users in the online documentation. 

 

Overview:  

 

Data tags are a way to add qualitative data and information to strategy map items and 

also performance targets. They are particularly useful for bridging the gap between 

assessment reports and quantitative performance reports where the latter are linked to 

assessments (e.g. targets that require completion of checklists), school reports on 

individual students, reporting on groups and/or departments/services within an 

organisation, or linking reports at a service level to a corporate level for example where a 

corporate target comprises the results of performance targets for departments within 

that organisation (e.g. departments in schools, schools in colleges and services within 

local councils). 

 

Tags are set up in the Data Tag tool option and added to relevant parts of the strategy 

map. Data tags, if attached, are reported in the Strategy Map Search by Tag report and 

in performance target reports. 

 
Setting up Data Tags: 

 

On new systems, there are no preloaded tags. Users with the relevant access levels can 

create as many types of tags as required. Access the system tools palette from the 

button in the control panel (or from the toggle menu option) and click on 

the Tags option (figure 6). 

 

 
 

Figure 6: Data Tags option in tools menu. 
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From the list of data tags (figure 7) either select one to edit or click Add to add a new 

data tag (note: new systems have no default data tags, these have to be set up by the 

organisation). 

 

 
Figure 7: Example of a list of data tags. 

 

There are three possible types of data tags, numeric, text and list. List items are 

separated by a comma (figure 8). 

 
 

Figure 8: Example set up of a data tag using list option. 

 

Attaching Data Tags to Performance Targets: 

 

Data tags are added to strategy map items and are then reported to performance targets 

related to the map item. Locate the performance target in the strategy map and click on 

the data tag  icon (figure 9) then enter data for the data tags relevant to that part of 

the map (figure 10). 
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Figure 9: Accessing data tag attach option for strategy map item with an active 

performance target. 

 

 
 
Figure 10: Examples of tag editing for a strategy map item with an active performance 

target. 

 

Reporting Data Tags: 

 

The data added to relevant data tags for a strategy map item will be displayed at the 

bottom of performance targets related to a particular strategy map item (figure 11) or in 

the Strategy Map Search by Tag report (figure 12.1 and 12.2).  
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Figure 6: Base of a performance graph showing related Data Tag information. 

 

 

 
Figure 7.1: Tag Value Search from Search Strategy Map by Tag in Reports tab. 

 

 

 
Figure 7.2: Example Strategy Map Overview by Tag report. 
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2. Enhancements 
 

In all the system windows the second scroll bar has been removed making within page 

navigation easier. This is a part resolution of JUDI 482 Action plan tab doesn't have scroll 

bar for large number of actions but also improves overall look and feel of the system. 

 

3. Known Issues Addressed 

 

 

JUDI 630: Assessment module: assessor defaulting as validator despite validator 

assigned elsewhere FIXED 

 

JUDI 629: Assessment module: Duplicate tasks showing (baseline and assessment) 

FIXED 

 

JUDI 627: Assessment module: Cancel buttons should be relabeled 'Exit'. PENDING 

 

JUDI 608 Assessment module category task completion: labels not showing FIXED 

 

4. Help File Changes 

 

New page on Data Tags can be accessed from the context help online, the glossary, help 

index or directly online at: http://help.escendency.net/tags_help.html.  

 

Action plan help has been simplified and updated moving focus to the dashboard action 

plan graphic and action plan summary report. 

 
Strategy map help has been updated to include the new search and tree view options. 

 

Report help has been updated to include new reports but also all available videos on the 

reports. 

 

Videos both for training and demonstration have been added to the online help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


